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Dear Nic and Paul 

I am writing following your drop in consultation at Stanton on February 21st and subsequent discussions that have 

taken place at Hepworth and Stanton Parish Councils.  Thank you for sending me the full copy of the masterplan 

which I have been sharing with others locally. 

It is almost a year since we met with Robert Feakes, senior planning officer for Suffolk County Council.  I would 

obviously urge that you work with Suffolk County Council on your proposed plans - including schools, early years 

provision, libraries, archaeology, drainage, and, obviously highways is a key area for engagement with the county 

council at all stages.  Below are a few points that I feel I must emphasise 

Parish of Hepworth 

You will have seen the response of the parish council.  I must say that I am somewhat disappointed that there is no 

reference in the masterplan to traffic issues likely to impact on The Street through Hepworth despite the discussions 

we had last year.  Indeed the points I made then are recorded in the minutes of our meeting on April 11th 2018.   I 

do urgently again urge that you give proper consideration to including proposals to fund a 3.5 ton HGV limit through 

the village and also some form of traffic calming to deter rat runs through the village.  Also large sections of the 

street are without a footway/pavement and an offer to increase that would be welcomed. 

Parish of Stanton 

As we have discussed in the past, obviously the provision of a spine road from Shepherds Grove to the A143 (and the 

proposed new roundabout) is essential and means that there is a considerable amount of support for your proposal 

in Stanton.  However, I think it needs to be consistently clear that the new spine road will provide access to both the 

WEST and the EAST areas of the industrial estate.  As you know traffic to the West area currently travels along 

various roads in Stanton (Upthorpe Road, Grove Lane, Hepworth Road and Old Bury Road). In order to ensure safety 

to all of these areas I think it will be sensible for some form of HGV ban at an appropriate place in Stanton to be 

agreed with the highway authority.  Signposting on the A143 will require review and replacement 

Walking, cycling and public transport 

As you will recall I am anxious the proposed development, both houses and businesses, have easy and safe access to 

pavements, cycle routes and bus stops.  I would like to have seen more detail of some of this and hope you will work 

further with the county council for proposals that will really encourage use of sustainable transport.  I recognise of 

course that you cannot dictate what services commercial bus companies will run but provision both on the spine 

road and on the A143 for bus stops is essential 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Joanna Spicer, MBE, DL 

County Councillor for the Blackbourne Division 

Home Farm, Pakenham, IP31 2LW 

01359 230800 and 07768 357753 


