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MINUTES of the Meeting of Stanton Parish Council held on 10 January 2019 at Stanton 
Community Village Hall at 7.00pm. 

 
     
Present: F J Hart (Chair), J Mann, B Smithson (Vice-Chair), J Miller, J Frizzell, S Willcox, B Brown, A Kemp, 
C Jay. 
Also Present: CCllr Joanna Spicer, BCllr Jim Thorndyke. 
 

1. Apologies for absence accepted: Cllr M Scowcroft 
 
2. The minutes of the previous meeting on   13 December 2018 were approved 

 
3. Public Forum: A resident of Bury Lane was present to ask about planning applications in the Bury 

Lane Area referred to as the ‘Call for sites’. 
BCllr Thorndyke responded that the Government requires local planning authorities to conduct a 'call 
for sites' exercise as a part of the preparation of the Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability 
Assessment (SHELAA). The purpose of the 'call for sites' process is to identify potential sites that can 
be technically assessed for their suitability, availability and achievability (including viability) for 
housing and economic development to meet identified needs in West Suffolk. 
Following the end of the 'call for sites' exercise the council will assess all of the sites put forward, in 
line with government requirements, to determine if they are suitable for inclusion in the West Suffolk 
SHELAA (2019). Once all of the sites have been assessed there will be a consultation on the draft 
SHELAA around April /May 2019. This is likely to be the time when any stakeholders will present to 
the Parish Council and an opportunity for the public to attend any such presentation. 
This will be published via the Agenda. 
 
An elector of the Parish, Mr Alan Shelton was present at the meeting and addressed the Councillors 
in response to the vacancy for a Parish Councillor caused by the resignation of Larry Morris. Mr 
Shelton has previously served on the Council. All present agreed that Mr Shelton would qualify for 
the position and that his previous experience on the Council would be a considerable asset.  
In the absence of any further applications, Mr Shelton was invited by the Chair to join the meeting and 
be co-opted on to the Council until the next elections in May 2019. 
 
Mr Sam Steele was present to discuss Item 8b on the Agenda – Electric charging points. Council 
were invited to comment on the proposals to possibly site two chargers at the Clock tower which had 
been identified as a site with a power supply. (The Village Hall had reported concerns that the current 
power into the premises was possibly insufficient to sustain the chargers) and therefore an alternative 
was the Clock Tower. After discussion Councillors voiced concerns about safety and land ownership 
in respect of the Clock tower site. Cllr Kemp was keen to explore the supply from the Village Hall as 
the Recreation Ground car park would be more suitable. 
It was resolved that the Council are in favour of installing electric car charging points but further 
investigation is needed in respect of the power supply available either on the recreation ground or 
from the Village Hall. Cllr Kemp will investigate the supply to the Village Hall and Cllr Hart will liaise 
with UK power networks and report back. 
  

4. Report from: 
a. S C Cllr J Spicer reported that the County Council Highways officers attended a meeting with 

Councillors Frizzell, Willcox and Hart and herself on Tuesday 8 January to discuss the A143 
speed limit. She said that the meeting was positive and the agreement was that monitoring 
cables will be installed for a week on the road at agreed points outside the Rose and Crown 
development, the area between Bardwell Road and the B1111 Barningham Road and the 
Hepworth Road near The Chase so that speed and volume of traffic can be measured. This will 
give sufficient data to allow the road engineer to produce a report to recommend whether a 
speed limit should be raised/lowered, or if any traffic calming measures are required. Cllr Spicer 
agreed to pay for the initial assessment and cost of the monitoring devices being installed. There 
would then be further costs for a report and if accepted a cost of up to £10,000 for sign 
replacement and traffic orders.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/housing-and-economic-land-availability-assessment
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As it is early days it is recommended that the matter be discussed again once traffic data is 
available. 
Grove Lane has been added to the gritting list. 
There is no update on the issue of School Transport yet and she is awaiting a response from 
SEBC Planning re the Rose and Crown crossing point. 

 
b. B Cllr J Thorndyke reported that in respect of the new Council logo it has been agreed that the 

old West Suffolk logo will be reused. 
Electoral Services are currently looking at Polling Stations and access to them especially for 
those who were previously using Caravans etc. Stanton is being considered for a move from the 
Church Rooms to the Village Hall but not confirmed as yet. 
 

5. Clerk’s Report: No queries with report enclosed with agenda. 
 

6. Statutory Business/Governance - None 
 

7. Declarations of Interest: Cllr Kemp declared an interest in the Accounts. 
 

8. Matters for Discussion 
a. Code of Conduct Issue - (Chair) To consider whether the press and public should be excluded 

during the consideration of Item 8a because it is likely, in view of the nature of the business to 
be transacted or the nature of the proceedings, that if members of the public were present during 
this item, there would be disclosure to them of exempt categories of information as prescribed 
in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, and indicated against the item 
and, in all circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs 
the public interest in disclosing the information. This item to be moved to the end of the meeting. 
There were no objections and the proposal was agreed. 

b. Electric Vehicle Charging points within the Village (Chair) – as discussed in the Public Forum 
above. 

c. Planter in George Hill Cllr Miller has only just received information from the Clerk – this item to 
be deferred. 

d. Parking issues in Upthorpe Road Cllr Brown reported an accident between cars on the 
Upthorpe Road recently and asked whether residents could be reminded to park sensibly and to 
afford a degree of visibility at the junction to avoid a repeat. The road has not yet been adopted 
but Cllr Brown is liaising with Samantha Bye to examine whether any traffic calming measures 
can be introduced in Gilbert Road to stop ‘rat running’ from Hepworth Road. 

e. Young person’s activities during school holidays Cllr Willcox reported that the pre-school is 
now going to take over the running of the toddler group. She has also had contact from a couple 
of local residents who are keen to run a fun day along the lines of the Charity event last year but 
no date has yet been set. Cllr Hart reported that a resident was looking into the possibility of an 
outdoor Cinema event in August and had asked whether the Council could support the event 
financially. It was agreed that further detail was necessary for the Clerk to ensure that the event 
would be covered by third party liability insurance and was suitable for the Recreation Ground. 
Cllr Hart will liaise directly to firm up the detail. 

f. Annual Fireworks Event (Cllr Smithson)– it was agreed that the event will be held on 2nd 
November 2019. The Clerk will advise the VHMC of the date to avoid double booking and book 
First Aid cover from St Johns Ambulance service. 

g. Condition of paving in the Street and Road sweeping requirements in the Village Cllr 
Scowcroft was unable to be present at the meeting but the Clerk has requested road and footpath 
sweeping in the Village as soon as possible and the request has been passed to the Rougham 
depot. 

h. Feedback from Village residents in respect of the Village Hall Cllr Kemp reported that 
residents had brought his attention to issues in respect of the Village Hall being under used and 
problems with bookings for the same. After discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should 
forward the list of concerns to the Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) for a response 
in due course. 
Jim Thorndyke reported in his capacity as Chairman of the VHMC that he was unable to 
comment as he had not seen the details of the issues. However, he reported that the Hall has 
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just been redecorated throughout and has had work done on the guttering outside. It was on a 
strong financial footing and competitively priced in relation to other halls nearby as the hire 
included use of furniture and heating etc. He will address the concerns at the VHMC meeting 
once he has details. Clerk to forward same. 
It was also noted that the Council need to appoint a liaison officer to the VHMC and agreed that 
the Clerk could also advertise via Social Media for residents to come forward on to the 
Committee. Clerk to deal. 

i. Youths in the bus shelter using foul language Cllr Kemp asked whether anything could be 
done to address the anti-social behaviour of a small number of teenagers recently who were 
congregating in the bus shelter and whether there had been a police presence recently in  the 
Village. After discussion it was agreed that the Clerk will report the issues to the safer 
neighbourhood team for their attention. 

j. Recycling facilities at the Recreation Ground Cllr Kemp asked that the Recycling facilities be 
promoted as he was led to believe that many residents did not know that the Council received 
money from Recycling. Clerk will produce posters and promote the same via Social Media and 
the web site. 

k. Christmas Tree event Cllr Kemp congratulated Cllr Brown on a successful event. He had been 
asked by a resident whether the tree could be bigger next year. Cllr Brown will consider the issue 
along with plans to enhance the event for 2019. 

 
9. Correspondence from County and Borough Councils 

a. Play Area Inspection Reports – December 2018 – Noted. Very low risk. To be monitored. Cllr 
Hart will endeavour to carry out a regular visual inspection of the area. 

 
10. Financial 

l. Approval of the payments and receipts as below 
 
 

 
 
 
 

11. Planning Applications:   
a. New Applications received 
 
No new applications received 
 
b. Previous applications decided 

 

 

PAYMENTS £GROSS £VAT £NET WHAT FOR EXP. POWER

Anglian Water 4.00 4.00 Water charges pumping station Parish Councils Act 1957, s1

Smith of Derby 573.60 95.60 478.00 Upgrade of Inverter board - Millenium Clock Parish Councils Act 1957, s2

Smith of Derby 180.00 30.00 150.00 Attend fault caused by shelter lights Parish Councils Act 1957

Talk talk (Dec) 37.50 6.25 31.25 Monthly telephone and broadband LGA 1972 S111

Stanton Village Hall 60.00 60.00 Room hire Village Hall (3 mths) LGA 1972 S112

Alan Kemp Electrical 72.00 12.00 60.00 Bus shelter repairs Parish Councils Act 1957

Whitehill Direct 636.00 106.00 530.00 Replacement Notice Board - George Hill LGA 1972, S144

Paul Williamson 200.00 200.00 Christmas Tree LGA 1972, S144

Staff salaries 913.49 913.49 Litter picker, street cleaner and Clerk LGA 1972 S112

RECEIPTS

470.00

3.23

90.00

166.50

Bank Interest

Hanchetts - Memorial

Village Hall water refund

Memorial Bench donation (George Hill)

Reference Address
PC 

decision

St Eds 

decision

Decision 

date

DC18-1925-HH Briar Cottage, Bury Lane Support Refused 04/01/19

DC18-2160-HH Colwen Cottage, Wyken Road Support Approved 14/12/18
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12. Correspondence and items for noting:  

 
a. Changes to Post Office Services from 28 January 2019. It was noted that Maurice Lynch will 

be providing mobile post office services to some of the Rural Villages who currently do not 
have a Post Office. It was considered to be an enhanced service and was warmly welcomed 
by all. 

b. Letter of thanks for S137 Donation – Citizens Advice Bureau - Noted 
c. Mr W re condition of footpaths in The Street and overgrown hedgerows rear of the Old 

Primary School – (footpath from Honeymeade to Bury Lane) Clerk to report the issue to Suffolk 
County Council. The Street cleaner has also been instructed. to pay this area some attention. 

d. A resident of Old Bury Road had asked it be noted that they are grateful for the action taken by 
the Parish Council to get the BT drain cover repaired outside Old Foundry House. 

 
 
 
Part Two – Exempt from Publication 
 
There being no further business the meeting finished at 9.15pm 
 
 
 
 
Minutes signed as correct............................................... F J Hart 


