
1002 

 

MINUTES of the Annual General Meeting of Stanton Parish Council held on 12 May 
2016 at Stanton Community Village Hall at 7.00pm. 

     
Present:  A Shelton (Chairman), I Engall (Vice-Chairman), B Smithson, J Mann, N Chapman, K 
McDonald, F J Hart, M Scowcroft, J Miller, R Genn. 
 
Also Present:  County Councillor Joanna Spicer, Borough Councillor Jim Thorndyke and Pc Paul 
Fox.      
 

1. Election of Chairman:  
The Chairman asked for nominations for the position of Chairman for 2016-2017. 
Cllr Miller nominated Mr Alan Shelton. The nomination was seconded by Cllr McDonald. All 
agreed. There being no other nominations, Cllr Shelton accepted the position and was duly 
elected Chairman for 2016-2017. Cllr Shelton signed and dated the ‘Acceptance of Office’. 
This was counter signed by the Responsible Officer. 

 
2. Election of Officers 

a. Vice Chairman. The Chairman asked for nominations for the position of Vice Chairman. 
Cllr Mann nominated Mr Ian Engall. The nomination was seconded by Cllr Smithson. All 
agreed. There being no other nominations, Cllr Engall accepted the positon and was 
duly elected Vice Chairman for 2016-2017.  

 
b. Responsible Financial Officer/Clerk Mrs Joy Hart accepted the position for 2016-2017 

 
c. Internal Auditor. It has been previously agreed that Mr Tony Mansfield would act as 

Internal Auditor for the year 2016-2017. 
 

3.  Apologies for absence:  None 
 
4. To consider and approve minutes of previous meeting:    The minutes of the meeting of 

14 April 2016 were proposed as correct by Cllr Chapman and seconded by Cllr Engall 
 

5. Public Forum: Over 35 members of the public were in attendance at the meeting. All were 
asked to sign the visitors book but many did not. The Chairman was aware from other sources 
that the majority of the public were in attendance to speak about local crime and especially 
the recent spate of dwelling burglaries in the village. He asked the public if they had a spokes-
person if they could nominate one person to raise their hands if they wished to ask a question. 
As there appeared to be a lot of individual questions the Chairman asked Pc Fox to present 
his report as it may answer some of the questions that the public wanted to ask. Pc Fox 
reported the following – 

 
 There has been a series of burglaries in the villages north of Bury St Edmunds this year.  These 
crimes are being linked by MO and are believed to be committed by the same person or group of 
people. 
Stanton has had some of these burglaries occur in the village but Stanton is not the only village that 
has been hit by these criminals. 
A Police Operation is in place (Operation Sequin), run by the Detective Inspector with oversight from 
Superintendent Mason, to try and apprehend the offenders and bring them to justice.  All manner of 
tactics and resources are being deployed on this operation.  These cannot be discussed in detail as 
it would potentially compromise any police activity.  However, just because you don’t see a Police 
officer does not mean that they are not there. 
Local SNT officers are in the area doing crime reduction and patrols but please remember that they 
are doing the same for the other villages also. 
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There has been a Burglary of Stanton Stores on 5th May.  This is not being linked to Operation Sequin 
but to another series of Burglaries that is more prevalent in the Ipswich area of Suffolk and Norfolk. 
It is understandable that residents of Stanton are concerned by these crimes happening in their vil-
lage.  But there have been rumours, gossip and scaremongering (especially online) which are not 
based on evidence or fact and are causing people too much distress. 
So here are some facts; 
April 2016 - 6 crimes reported to Police (including 2 Burglary Dwellings) 
April 2015 – 22 crimes reported to Police (including 2 Burglary Dwellings) 
That’s a reduction in crime in April from last year of 73%. 
With regards to longer term trends; 
January to April 2016 – 36 crimes reported to Police 
January to April 2015 – 63 crimes reported to Police 
That’s a reduction of 43%. 
In the current climate in the village people may disbelieve these figures but they are the facts.  It is 
certainly not the case that local residents are ‘not bothering’ to contact Police; they are not shy in 
doing so at all! 
The Police are working very hard to investigate these crimes and gather evidence to identify offenders 
and bring them to justice and we need the help of local residents to do this.  If anyone has any infor-
mation they think will assist us in this, then we would urge you to contact us directly so that we can 
act on any pertinent information quickly to ensure the greatest chance of securing that evidence. 
It is facts and evidence that Police need to solve these crimes.  We need a willingness from residents 
to put pen to paper and provide witness statements to support Police in seeking prosecutions. 
By working together, we will be able to bring the offenders to justice.   
For instance, one criminal that was committing crime in neighbouring Barnham was found guilty at 
court on the 10th May this month. 

 
On the conclusion of the report a significant number of public present at the meeting reported 
that the figures must be higher than those reported and there was a general feeling that people 
did not feel safe where they lived, that the figures were ‘rubbish’ and families were ‘petrified’ 
of being alone in their houses or ‘living in fear’ because of rumours circulating about the of-
fenders. The public forum was interrupted by the public calling out despite the Chairman trying 
to keep order. One resident said that it was obvious that the police officer in attendance would 
not be able to answer any of their questions and asked that another public meeting be held 
with senior officers who were able to allay the fears of residents and provide some answers. 
CCllr Spicer then stood up and addressed the public and the police and reported that in all her 
time as a County Councillor she had never been aware of this level of crime in Stanton and 
the surrounding villages and was ‘seriously alarmed’. CCllr Spicer said that she intended to 
ask the police to liaise with the County Council to keep the street lights illuminated at night in 
an attempt to reassure the residents and would ensure that a public meeting was arranged as 
soon as possible. The majority of the public then left the meeting. 
 
Another resident asked that the parking situation opposite the new houses being built on 
Chare Road Stanton be considered as it was a possibility that there could be an issue for 
vehicles (especially HGV’s) travelling through when the properties were occupied and asked 
about the possibility of a single yellow line on one side of the road, CCllr Spicer said that she 
would liaise with the County Council and report back. 
 

6. Report from: 
a. B Cllr J Thorndyke Reported that an appeal against the refusal of planning permission 

for the Rose and Crown had been received. It was pointed out that the objection had 
wrongly reported a 30mph limit outside the proposed development when it was in fact 
40mph. Clerk to report the amendment.  
Also reported that devolution was being talked about for Suffolk, Norfolk and Cambridge-
shire and a consultation would be coming out to all Councils in the following weeks. 
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b. S C Cllr J Spicer Abbey Homes are being chased to complete the necessary works to 
Upthorpe Road before the new school term in September. The school is on target to 
move and the work is necessary for pupil safety. Parking problems had been reported 
to her at Upthorpe Road and CCllr Spicer asked the Parish Council to observe any prob-
lems in the area and report any unnecessary obstructions to police. 
The GP practise Dr Redman and others had reported that they are no longer looking to 
develop a GP surgery in Hopton but instead were looking to expand the Stanton       
premises and improve facilities in Stanton. Cllr McDonald and Cllr Scowcroft reported 
that the current situation is causing parking problems in the area but the Clerk reported 
that no correspondence had been received in respect of the issue. CCllr Spicer will find 
out what the plans are and report back. 
In respect of Highways issues the finger post for the Goldsmith Grove estate has been 
ordered and she was awaiting the Council’s proposals for improvements to George Hill. 
The hedgerows will be cut back but not until September. 
In respect of the public meeting CCllr Spicer will speak to senior officers to get this in 
place as soon as possible. 
 

c. Suffolk Constabulary Pc Paul Fox in attendance. Report as above  
 

7. Clerk’s Report: There were no queries with items on the report.  
 Matters arising from minutes of meeting 14 April 

• Item 3 – Public Forum – Letter delivered to all residents of Shetland re parking issues. 

• Item 9a – Multi Sports Area maintenance. Negotiation with Anglia surface care. 
Agreed to 10% discount based on 3-year contract. 

• The first burial of Mr Gary Hall had taken place on the new cemetery on 3 May 2016. 
No issues were raised. 

 
8. Declarations of Interest: Cllr Genn declared an interest in item 15c. Cllr Hart declared an 

interest in item 15i. 
 
9. Matters for discussion: 

a. Purchase of flood lights for Grundle/Fireworks event Cllr Chapman proposed the 
purchase of a set of floodlights for use in the grundle at night during work to clear the 
grids. The lights to be stored in a safe and dry place easily accessible. Could also be 
used for the Fireworks events. Also could be lent out to any other village organisation 
needing night time lighting for events but would have to be managed properly. The pro-
posal was approved by Cllr McDonald and seconded by Cllr Hart. Approved. 

 
b. Old Bury Road Hedge Cllr Miller has received a complaint about the hedgerow being 

overgrown and the recent cut had not been completed leaving a section on top of the 
hedgerow uncut. The resident had contacted Guy Smith from the County Council but 
received no response. The hedge is planned for cutting in September. Clerk will diary 
the request and chase up in August. 

 
c. Pre-payment of burial plots – Cemetery Cllr Engall had been approached by two res-

idents wishing to prepay for burial plots in the new cemetery. The Council agreed that 
the policy was not to accept pre-payment for a number of reasons including the difficulty 
of administering the requests if the resident did not make use of the plot for some years.  
Cllr Engall will feed back to the residents concerned. 

 
d. Approval of supplier of plants for tubs The Street. Only one quote had been received 

for the work from Hillcrest although the Clerk had written to three local nurseries. The 
Hillcrest quote was proposed by Cllr McDonald and seconded by Cllr Engall with    
amendments to reduce the amount of compost needed by half. Clerk to speak to Hillcrest 
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and get revised quotation and ask them to go ahead with the replanting at the end of 
May. Approved. 

 
e. Replacement public bench – Bus shelter The Street Cllr Engall proposed the replace-

ment of the damaged bench near the Bus shelter in the Street. Proposed by Cllr       
Smithson that a suitable bench be sourced up to a value of £900 inc fitting. Seconded 
by Cllr Miller. Approved 

 
f. Firework Budget. Proposed by Cllr McDonald that a budget of £3,500 be set aside for 

the purchase of fireworks for this year. Seconded by Cllr Genn. Approved. 
 
g. Emergency Planning. – Cllr Genn has recently attended courses in respect of emer-

gency planning and asked for volunteers to form a working party to produce an          
emergency plan for the village. Cllr Chapman and BCllr Thorndyke agreed to assist. 

 
h. Damage to boundary hedge. Chairman reported the recently repaired fence at the top 

of the recreation ground has been broken down again. Clerk to speak to Cooks Services 
to install more robust fencing. 

 
i. Increase in Clerk’s hours. (The Clerk and Cllr Hart left the meeting when this issue 

was discussed). Due to an increased workload at the moment, it was agreed that the 
Clerk may claim up to ten extra hours a month when necessary. This to be reviewed in 
six months. 

 
j. Preparation for Annual Parish Meeting and approval of expenditure. The purchase 

of framing services for certificates and refreshments for the Annual Parish Meeting was 
approved.  

 
k. Training for Councillors Cllr Engall has recently undertaken a two-day Councillor 

Course and encouraged all to attend as he had found it very useful.  
 

l. Village Notice Board – The Street Cllr Miller asked that the village handyman be asked 
to repaint the village notice board which was looking very neglected. Clerk to contact. 

 
m. Jack Bacon memorial seat Cllr Miller reported that Jack Bacon’s widow Mrs Olive Ba-

con had recently died and her family wished to put a plaque on the memorial seat at the 
bottom of the Chase. This was approved. Clerk to write to Mrs Aitken to give approval. 

 
10. Recreation Ground & Car Park: 

a. Play Area Update Chairman reported that he had been to Havebury Housing to present 
the project and had heard back that they were willing to give a £5000 grant. He will deal 
with the paperwork as the Clerk has a conflict of interest being an employee of Havebury. 
Clerk reported that the order had been placed with the chosen contractor and now    
awaiting dates for demolition and removal of equipment from the current site. Lead in 
time is expected to be around six weeks. This will be reported publicly once the date is 
finalised. Clerk has also presented to Shelborne Reynolds in response to a letter which 
was sent to them last month. They seemed positive about the project and will take it to 
their next board meeting. Applications for grants from Suffolk Foundation and Greggs 
have been unsuccessful. Clerk will continue to look for further grants. 
Chairman suggested that a robust park bench be purchased for the play area from Re-
alise futures and the picnic bench currently in the skate park be resited once the works 
are complete. The bench to have fixings. This was proposed by John Mann and se-
conded by Ross Genn. Approved. Clerk to order same. 
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b. Refurbishment of Outside Toilets Chairman asked that this item be deferred at the 
current time. 

 
 

 
11. Accounts 

a. To approve and authorise the accounts. The receipts and payments balance sheet 
was presented. There is a £221 surplus which cannot be reconciled at the current time. 
Significant variances from 2014-2015 were documented and explained as due to      
Cemetery costs (notice boards and gates and walls erected), the demolition of the Scout 
Hut during 2014-15 and late Annual invoices received after the end of the financial year 
due to a change in the Clerk (but which had been budgeted for in 2015-2016). Cllr Mann 
approved the accounts as reported. Cllr Engall seconded 

 
b. Approval of the Local Council Insurance Renewal. The Annual Insurance quote had 

been reassessed by Cllr McDonald and the Clerk. A number of changes had been made 
and the new renewal quote has been reduced from £2497.95 to £2009.41. The CCTV 
system has been included. The expenditure was approved and will be reported on next 
month’s accounts as it is due for payment on 1 June which is before the June meeting.  

 

PAYMENTS GROSS VAT NET WHAT FOR EXP.POWER 

Talk talk (April) 41.18 6.86 34.32 Monthly Internet/phone charges LGA 1972 S111 

Anglian Water 5.00   5.00 Water charges pumping station LGA 1972 S111 

Anglian Water 1188.70   1188.70 Water charges rec. ground LGA 1972 S111 

EON 15.00 0.75 14.25 Monthly electricity floodlights LGA 1972 S111 

EON 14.00 0.70 13.30 Monthly electricity pumphouse LGA 1972 S111 

Public Works Loan 10064.91  10064.91 Loan repayment LGA 2003, 
Sched 1, para 2 

Tripp Batt 42.91 7.15 35.76 Padlock and scale remover LGA 1972 S111 

Mr Colin Cotton 253.00   253.00 Repair bus shelter Old Bury Rd 
LG (Misc Prov) 
Act 1953, S4 

121 Comp Services 25.60 3.65 21.95 Paper and printer ink LGA 1972 S111 

Anglia Surface Care 831.60 138.60 693.00 Moss treatment/ cleaning courts 
LG (Misc Prov) 
Act 1976, S19 

Clarkes of Walsham 15.12 2.52 12.60 Bus shelter repairs materials LG (Misc Prov) 
Act 1953, S4 

Mr T Mansfield 150.00   150.00 Internal Audit 2015-16 LGA 1972 S111 

St Eds BC 671.98 112.00 559.98 Bin supply and installation x 2 Litter Act 1983, 
ss 5,6 

Mrs J Hart 51.75 8.63 43.12 Stationery for burial register LGA 1972 S111 

Staff salaries 801.20   801.20 Staff salaries LGA 1972 S112 

RECEIPTS           

St Eds BC 61480.00     Precept payment 2016-17   

HMRC 140.03     VAT repayment   

UK Power networks 79.42     Wayleave payment   

Armstrongs  165.00     Cemetery burial   

 
 
12. Items for noting 

a. Clerks and Councils Direct May 2016 – circulated and noted. 
 

13. Correspondence from Borough and County Councils 
a. Repairs to Upthorpe Road – 9 May - noted 

 
14. Planning Applications:   
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a. New Applications received 
 

DC/16/0748/TCA  |  Trees in a Conservation Area Notification - (i) T1 - Pear - Crown reduce 
by 30% (ii) T2 - Blue Cedar - Fell  |  Beech Cottage The Street Stanton Bury St Edmunds 
Suffolk IP31 2DQ 
RESPONSE – This is considered to be necessary and there are no objections 
 
DC/16/0758/TCA  |  Trees in a Conservation Area Notification - T1 - Norway Spruce - Fell  |  
Meadow Court Cottage Meadow Court Stanton Bury St Edmunds Suffolk IP31 2AQ 
RESPONSE – This is considered to be necessary and there are no objections 
 

 
b. Previous applications decided 

 
DC/16/0468/HH | Householder Planning Application - (i) Ground floor single storey exten-
sion with roof light (ii) First floor pitched roof extension (iii) Internal alterations including cre-
ation of new door openings at first floor level | Rosley, Duke Street Stanton Suffolk IP31 2AA 
(Applicant – Mrs Stevens) 
Decision - APPROVED 
 
DC/16/0504/PA | Prior Approval Application under Part 3 of the Town and Country Planning 
(General Permitted Development) (Amendment and Consequential Provisions) (England) 
Order 2015 - Change of use from Shop (Class A1) to Meeting Room for leisure purposes 
(Class D2) | The Big Snack Stop Shepherds Grove Park Stanton Suffolk IP31 2AY (Appli-
cant – Shepherds Grove Park resident’s association) Decision – PRIOR APPROVAL NOT 
REQUIRED 

 
 
c. Other planning matters  

 
APPEAL DC/15/2496/HH | Householder Planning Application - A single storey outbuilding 
providing ancillary residential accommodation (demolition of existing single storey outbuild-
ing) | Hilary Holden, The Old Mill Barningham Road Stanton Suffolk IP31 2AD 

 
 
15. Correspondence: 
a. GO holdings re land east side of Bury Road No response necessary 
 
b. Email re potholes Bury Lane reported to Highways 31/3/16. 

 
c. Email from Anne Lord re vegetation School Close. Cllr Mann has met with the householder 

and resolved the issue raised. 
 

d. Letter from Mr John Frizzell re co-option to Parish Council. This was discussed and Mr 
Frizzell was duly co-opted. Clerk to deal with necessary paperwork. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 9.30pm 
 
 
 
Minutes signed as correct............................................... (A Shelton – Chairman) 

 
 
 


