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STANTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Stanton Parish Council held on 14 January 2021 at 7pm by 
Zoom Conference.  

 
AGENDA   

 
1. Roll Call and Apologies for absence: 

Present – Cllr Hart (Chair), Cllr Brown, Cllr Frizzell, Cllr Kemp, Cllr Scowcroft, Cllr Shelton, Cllr 
Smithson (Vice Chair), Cllr Cleland-Smith, Cllr Smith 
Apologies for absence accepted - Cllr Miller,   
Also present – DCllr Thorndyke, CCllr Spicer. 
 

2. The minutes of the previous meeting on 10 December were proposed for approval by Cllr Brown 
and seconded by Cllr Shelton. The minutes of the meeting on 13 December were proposed for approval 
by Cllr Smithson and seconded by Cllr Frizzell. 
 

3. Public Forum:  The public were invited to join the meeting by notifying the Clerk by email at 
Stantonparishcouncil@gmail.com if they wished to take part in this meeting and to outline the question 
they would like to put to the Council in advance. 3 members of the public were present. 
 
CHE wanted to comment on DC/20/2156/FUL in that the land had been originally planned to be a 
communal area. It was still awaiting clearance by the developer. It was not subject of fly tipping as 
alleged on the application. Residents were sold the properties on the proviso that there would be a 
green space. 
 
SP and LF asked to observe the meeting. 

 
4.  Report from: 

D Cllr J Thorndyke reported  

• Civil parking enforcement continues in the area – 918 tickets issued in December which is 
dropping. 

• The applications for a Community grant this year are being processed with applications 
amounting to £1.6m for the £400,000 available. Applicants are being sign posted to alternative 
grant sources. 

• The planning application for the Co-op has now been granted and it is hoped that demolition 
will start on the buildings at the rear soon. 

• Covid vaccinations are being organised. Ixworth surgery are not doing them which affects a 
lot of people. They are still trying to negotiate with the East Suffolk CCG. 

• Has a locality budget of £1935 available for local projects. Local groups can apply to him for 
funding projects. 

• Grants to local businesses affected by Covid are now available from West Suffolk. Details 
on the website under ‘Business Grants’. 

 
Cllr Smith reported that dog waste bins on Bucklesfield are overflowing – can they be emptied. DCllr 
Thorndyke said he would report it. 
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C Cllr J Spicer 

• Covid vaccinations being organised by Stanton surgery who is working with Woolpit and 
Bottesdale surgery. 

• Home but not alone is now operating again. If people are having financial hardship then direct 
them to the hardship fund. 

• The Grundle appears to be dealing with the flooding. The village is lucky to have the help of 
the Maddox family who are prepared to turn out to clear the grills. 

• No news yet for the A143 speed changes, dropped kerb at the Rose and Crown or the 
adoption of the Abbey development 

• The old Primary School site has gone on the open market and the Parish Council need to 
ensure that none of the green space promised is taken by the developer. 

 
Cllr Brown asked about the roadworks on the B111 – a sunken drain has been coned off since mid-
December. It was suggested that this be reported via the on-line reporting tool. 
 
Cllr Smith asked about the erosion on the A143 after resurfacing and whether there was a guarantee 
period as it is now breaking up. CCllr Spicer said it was probably too late to go back to the contractors 
but the matter should be reported to Highways. 

 
5. Clerk’s Report: There were no queries with the Clerks report of the previous months activities. 
 
6. Declarations of Interest: Cllr Hart and Cllr Smithson declared an interest in the accounts. Cllr 

Scowcroft declared an interest in Planning ref DC/20/2156/FUL. Cllr Hart declared an interest in Part 
Two of the meeting. 
 

7.      Statutory Business/Governance 
a. Council received an application for the position of Councillor from Mrs Karen Davies. 
RESOLVED – the applicant meets the criteria and is therefore co-opted to the Council 

Action – Clerk to complete necessary paperwork 
8.      Planning Applications 

a. New Applications   
 

DC/20/2065/OUT | Outline planning application (means of access to be considered) - 10 dwellings 
with associated new access | George Hill Nurseries Barningham Road Stanton IP31 2AD 
(Previous applications DC/15/2422/OUT and DC/16/2030/OUT) 
RESPONSE - Council object to this application. 
In relation to means of access, a development of this size will generate significant extra traffic onto a 
busy Road. 
The Illustrative design suggests the B1111 to be a minor road and shows a vehicle parked outside 
one of the front facing houses. In reality the B1111 is a busy and fast-moving road with heavy traffic 
and especially Commercial HGV’ s. 
Historically the road has been subject of speeding and road traffic collisions. A traffic survey is 
essential to illustrate the extent of the traffic and speeding problem before a decision is made to allow 
residential development on this scale. 
Parking on the B1111 would be totally unacceptable. This would be a safety hazard for vehicles exiting 
the development and would cause disruption and frustration to the free flow of other road users. 
Stanton currently has a similar parking problem where residents parking vehicles outside their front 
facing homes and this has led to disputes, complaints and traffic hazards. This situation would be 
replicated but much more hazardous on the B1111. There are no indications on the illustration for 
rear access via gardens from parking areas allocated which would also encourage front of property 
parking. 
Double yellow lines would be necessary to address this but would in turn lead to insufficient room on 
the development for service vehicles, deliveries’  and visitors. 
Should this development be granted permission then the visibility splay must be sufficient to allow 
reaction times of vehicles exiting into the path of fast moving (downhill) traffic, evidence of which will 
be provided by a traffic survey. 
Traffic calming measures on the B1111 must also be a consideration should this be granted. 
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DC/20/2156/FUL | Planning application - one dwelling | Land Adjacent To Rose And Crown Bury 
Road Stanton Suffolk 
(Previous application DC/16/1741/FUL) 
RESPONSE - Council object to this application. The site was sold to the current owners with this piece of 
land earmarked for residential communal amenity. The developer has failed to complete the development 
in accordance with the previous planning permission allowed on appeal and had he done so then this 
piece of land would not be in its current condition and would be an asset to the residents. 
There is no evidence of 'fly tipping' and the loss of a community green space, however small is not 
acceptable. Whilst residents may have easy access to the Village this is currently across a busy 40mph 
road which has no acceptable safe crossing point. 
 
To support this objection , Council would refer to a 2020 Friends of the Earth policy on the green space 
gap and offer the following extract - 
 
There is a growing body of evidence on, and a growing national consensus about, the role, importance 
and benefits of green space access for people’s health, as well as the risks of allowing green spaces to 
be lost or eroded such as through lack of proper funding, neglect, and planning and development threats. 
Many other recent studies have also examined the multiple benefits of local green space and routine 
contact with nature and the great outdoors for: 
•  Physical and mental health 
•  Reduced stress and improved well being 
•  Healthy childhood development 
•  Educational attainment 
•  Reduced health-related costs to society 
•  Better neighbourhoods and social cohesion. 
The role and value of quality green spaces is also increasingly studied and understood for contributing to 
increased resilience to environmental pressures, including those linked to a changing climate and 
declining nature, such as: 
•  Reduced noise pollution 
•  Helping to reduce flood risk 
•  Moderating temperatures and harm from heatwaves 
•  Absorbing and storing carbon 
•  A partial role in mitigating air pollution 
•  Supporting and boosting wild animal and plant species 
•  Maintaining and restoring healthy functioning natural ecosystems. 
 
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/sites/files/policy/documents/2020-
9/Green_space_gap_full_report_0.pdf 
 

DC/20/2233/TPO | TPO142 (1990) Tree preservation order - one Horse Chestnut (within G5 on order) 
- 30 percent crown reduction | 2 Old Rectory Gardens Stanton IP31 2JH 
RESPONSE - Council has no objection to the proposed reduction. However, it is believed that the 
tree in question has lower branches which currently overhang the village hall roof leading to blocked 
guttering and are over a public footpath at the rear of the property and would ask that works be carried 
out on the lower branches at the same time to alleviate this issue. 
 

b. Determined Applications –  
 
Table 1 Determined applications 

PCM 
date 

Reference Address PC 
decision 

West Suffolk decision Decision 
date 

6/7/17 DC-17-1087-OUT Bury Lane – Means of access Neutral Approved 9/12/20 

6/7/17 DC-17-1093-FUL Old School Building – Bury Lane Support Approved 9/12/20 

10/12/20 DC-20-1971-TCA Trees – Sycamore – Church 
rooms 

Support Granted 24/12/20 

10/12/20 DC-20-1963-TPO Tree – Field Maple – Goldsmith 
Way 

Support Granted 5/1/21 
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9. Matters for discussion: 
a. Quotations received for 4-year contract for cleaning of MUGA and Tennis Court were discussed. 

After discussion it was suggested that the Clerk go back to all tenders and ask for figures for 2-
year contract due to MUGA project. 

Action – Clerk to contact tenders for new quotation 
b. Cllr Hart and Brown updated Council on a meeting at the allotments to discuss vandalism. After 

discussion it was proposed that the Council purchase prickly thorny shrubs to a value of £790 to 
be planted around the fenced area. The proposal was amended that the information on what 
plants are available be shared with the DCllr Thorndyke to establish whether any locality funding 
could be awarded to the allotment holders  
RESOLVED – details of proposed shrubbery be forwarded to DCllr Thorndyke with application for 
locality funding. 
 

c. Cllr Shelton and Cllr Brown reported significant problem with dog fouling in several parts of the 
village. New bins had not resolved the issue. After discussion it was proposed that Cllr Smithson 
and the Clerk work on a project to involve local children in promoting positive messages to the 
public in respect of dog mess -possibly a competition – CCllr Spicer offered financial assistance 
with prizes if required. Messages to be promoted via Social media, the Steamer and posters. 

 
d. Cllr Brown reported Roadworks delays on the B111 – dealt with above by CCllr Spicer. 

 
e. Cllr Scowcroft wanted to ask what was happening with COVID vaccinations. Since the publication 

of the Agenda the Stanton Surgery had issued information which has been circulated on the 
website and social media outlining the proposals therefore the question had been answered. 

 
f. Cllr Hart reported a significant problem with chippings on the pavements on Upthorpe Road after 

the roads were resurfaced some months ago. West Suffolk street cleaning have been asked for a 
site meeting to discuss whether a one-off sweep will alleviate the issue. 

Action – Clerk to chase up WSC for meeting 
g. Quotations for relining of Village Hall car park were discussed. Councillors discussed the two 

tenders received for the contract. 
RESOLVED – Contract awarded to GB Roadart at a cost of £750 + VAT 

Action – Clerk to notify contractor 
10. Accounts 

a. The accounts as below were approved for payment (General Power of Competence applies) 
b. The Bank Account total as at 31 December - £66131.96- was noted 
c. Cllrs received the 9-month budget report. There were no questions. 
 

Table 2 List of payments and receipts 

 

PAYMENTS £GROSS £VAT £NET WHAT FOR 

B Smithson 37.35 6.22 31.13 50th Anniversary presentation 

F J Hart 43.00 7.17 35.83 Thankyou gift - resident 

Irwin Mitchell 1260.00 210.00 1050.00 Legal expenses 

P Williamson 200.00 33.33 166.67 Christmas Tree 

Staff Salaries 1193.60    Street Cleaner, Litter picker and Clerk 

RECEIPTS     

Burial 280.00 

Lloyds Bank Interest 0.58 

VHMC Water refund 90.11 

Recycling Credit 1733.00 

 

11. Coronavirus Updates  
a. Updates have been circulated as necessary – the play area gym equipment nneds to be closed as 

does the skate park in light of latest guidance from Government, County and District Councils relating 
to Covid 19. 

Action – Clerk to deal with signs on equipment 
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12. Correspondence from SALC, NALC, Borough and County Councils and Police 

a. Play Area Reports – Dec 2020 – Noted – no action required. 
b. Community Emergency Planning consideration – noted. No action at present. 
c. PCC’s proposal for the Policing Element of Council Tax – noted. Cllrs to respond as individuals. 
 

13.  Correspondence 
a. Royal British Legion – Thank you for S137 donation - noted 
b. DF re speeding problem in Chare Road – CCllr Spicer has responded. The level of traffic in these 

locations is very unlikely to meet any speed limit criteria for traffic calming or signage. An article on 
social media or the Steamer may be best placed to appeal to residents to slow down in these areas 
as more people are out on foot taking exercise and drivers need to take more care. 

c. JM re speeding problem in Dale Road – as above. 
 
 
 
 
Minutes signed as correct............................................... F J Hart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


