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MINUTES of the Meeting of Stanton Parish Council held on 13 February 2020 at 
Stanton Community Village Hall at 7.00pm. 

 
Present: F J Hart (Chair), B Smithson (Vice-chair), J Frizzell, B Gordon, P Smith, M Scowcroft. 
Also Present: DCllr J Thorndyke, CCllr J Spicer 
 
Cllr Gordon advised that he would be recording the meeting. 
 

1. Apologies for absence accepted: Cllr A Shelton, J Miller and B Brown -medical reasons and A Kemp 
– work commitments 
      

2. The minutes of the previous meeting on 9 January 2020 were approved.   
 

3. Public Forum:  
Four members of the public were present to observe the meeting. 
 

4. Report from: 
D Cllr J Thorndyke  

• The next Parish Forum will take place at Newmarket on Tuesday 17 March from 5.30pm and an 
agenda will be circulated. 

• A Place-Based Needs Assessment (PBNA) has now been published for the Bury Rural Area. It 
gives an overview of the Bury Rural Integrated Neighbourhood Team (INT) locality to support 
understanding of the area’s health, needs, and wider determinants of health so that community-
based, evidence-led work can be prioritised to improve health and reduce inequalities. More 
information can be found at https://www.healthysuffolk.org.uk/jsna/pbna 

• The Bury Rural life-link has now been launched. The aim is to support patients registered at 
Botesdale, Stanton and Woolpit surgeries, by connecting people to the many social activities, 
clubs and groups that are on offer in the community. The scheme includes up to six hourly 
sessions with a LifeLink coordinator, after the initial meeting, access to the Bury Rural LifeLink 
drop-in providing an opportunity to meet other like-minded people and allows you to build your 
own personal action plan around what is important to you. More information can be found at 
https://www.westsuffolk.gov.uk/community/lifelink/buryrurallifelink.cfm 

• Civil parking enforcement will start in West Suffolk on 6 April. They will be able to deal with road 
and pavement obstructions, congestion, over staying in carparks. The Police will remain 
responsible for dangerous parking, parking on zig zag lines, speeding and breaching no entry 
signs. It is not known at this stage how often they will be coming out to the villages. 

• A new planning officer has been appointed to oversee the development on the Old Bury Lane 
school site. The delegation panel will be meeting on 25 February to consider the progress of this 
application. Due to objections by the Parish Council relating to parking provision this could go to 
committee. There is also a question of visibility splay and a possible reduction of the bank/hedging 
at the entrance to the Children’s Centre. 

 
S C Cllr J Spicer  

• Referring to the planning matter of the old school, this is now 4 years since the school relocated 
with the funding coming from the sale of the old school site. The original plan was to turn the old 
school (Nursery) buildings into 3 units of housing and build 7 new ones on the site of the main 
school. The number of properties would mean that some of them would have to be affordable 
housing. 
In relation to parking concerns, the reduction of hours at the Children’s Centre would mean that 
some of the designated spaces could be allocated to the housing. Suffolk County Council is 
prepared to give the playing field to the Parish Council as a ‘green space’ so that it cannot be built 
on in the future. Some negotiations with the developer could provide funding for planting and 
seating on the Green or other grants may be available.  

 
Cllr Gordon asked whether the number of parking spaces allocated to each property could be 
increased. The Mill View development was an example of how insufficient parking spaces can 
cause issues. CCllr Spicer said that this could be recommended to the developer although parking 
standards agreed between District and County Councils had been adhered to in the plan with 6 

https://www.healthysuffolk.org.uk/jsna/pbna
https://www.westsuffolk.gov.uk/community/lifelink/buryrurallifelink.cfm
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spaces allocated to two flats and 1 house in the Nursery building, 3 spaces allocated to the 4 bed 
houses and others allocated 2 spaces with 3 visitor spaces. 

• £500,000 has been allocated as a one off to replace yellow and white lines and repair signs 
outside schools in the County. 

 
Cllr Smithson said that she understood that the zig zag marking at Stanton Primary will be 
enforceable as they will be subject of Traffic Regulation Orders. CCllr Spicer agreed to liaise with 
the school to see what was needed. 
 

• CCllr Spicer and the Chair have met informally with the GP Surgery at the Chase to discuss the 
land adjacent to the Primary School as a possible site for relocation as an NHS hub/doctor’s 
surgery. This is ongoing. 

• Grundle Structure Maintenance Agreement – A meeting was held on 31 January 2020. 
o Present Joanna Spicer (County Councillor) Jim Thorndyke (West Suffolk District Councillor), 

Francis Hart (Parish Council Chairman) Brian Brown and Phil Smith (Parish Councillors) 
Simon Curl (SCC flood and waste manager) Steve Halls (SCC flood and water engineer), Ali 
Bloomfield (Eastern Drainage Board) 
After a site inspection and general discussion all agreed that the current informal arrangement 
continue for another year 

In that year SCC would  
o Repair the ramped area 
o Raise leaky dam to a suitable height 
o Design a new barrier arrangement at wider area upstream (consent needed from Natural 

England) and this could be staggered to allow for bridleway use 
o Design a sign/information board and liaise with PC re wording (JS offered to pay) 
o Speak to Clare Dickson to repair raised bridleway/footpath further up Grundle 
o Do a Land Registration check. 
In the year the Parish Council would 
o Replace padlocks and circulate new code as appropriate 
o Continue purchasing necessary clearing equipment 
o Encourage use of brown bins with street cleaner and other helpers 
o Form a village flood group 
o Do a risk assessment and liaise with SCC for advice/approval 
The draft Formal agreement  
o To be agreed by end of year and monitored for one further year 
o Parish Council to go through and highlight areas which are not clear or they feel could be 

difficult and need further definition of “maintenance” Some further definition of “maintenance” 
needed  

o Structures remain the property of SCC but landowners have permitted development rights 
o Communication and reporting arrangements should be better clarified 
 
SCC confirmed they would arrange and pay for the annual clear this year but longer term to be 
Parish Council.  The drainage board suggest it could be £500-£1000 each time but frequency 
needed to be further discussed 
It was agreed that it would probably be appropriate to meet again before the end of the year and 
review actions as well as agreeing content of management plan. 
 

• The adoption of the Abbey development is still ongoing. CCllr Spicer has met with Samantha Bye 
to chase legal for an update as to how this is progressing. 

 
5. Clerk’s Report: items not on Agenda 

Agenda item 3 – Public Forum on 09 January 2020. Liaison with Havebury re the suggestion of low-
level fencing to stop vehicles driving across the grass is being considered and they will update the 
Council once a final decision is made. They have visited the area of Brook Close and Meadow Court 
and taken photographs. 
Personal visit to resident of Jacobs Close and letter of request to cut the hedgerow. Resident was 
responsive and thanked the Council for the personal visit to explain what was required and they will 
comply. The opposite side of the lane has now been cleared by West Suffolk and Highways 
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Highways issues reported –  
 
00265657 - GEORGE HILL, STANTON. Date reported: 12/01/2020 
Description: Hedgerow in this area received significant works last year. However it is now growing 
out again and needs to be on the hedge cutting programme before March 2020 
RESPONSE Our staff have visited the location of your report and assessed the issue you reported. 
We believe that at this time it does not warrant remedial action. However, we will continue to monitor 
the location as part of our routine inspections, and if the matter worsens significantly, we will take 
action. 
 
00265658 - STANTON FOOTPATH 005, STANTON Date reported: 12/01/2020 
Description: This area has just seen the installation of a dropped kerb for pedestrians to cross the 
road at the entrance to Shetlands. The hedgerow needs to be cut back before the growing season 
as visibility is already impaired by overgrown hedgerow. In addition, the safety railings have been 
hit and are bent. 
RESPONSE Suffolk Highways inspects highway trees to ensure they are not a safety risk to the 
public or causing structural damage to adjacent properties. Tree pruning works are only undertaken 
where an inspection has identified an immediate need to do so for these reasons. 
We will not be undertaking work at this time. However, we will continue to monitor on a regular basis 
as part of the statutory safety inspections undertaken on the highway. 
 
00264513 – Broken chamber cover – Honeymeade Close – this has now been repaired 
00269928 – Broken Drain Cover – Barningham Road. 
00269930 – Keep Left bollard knocked off by lorry – Hepworth Road j/w Upthorpe Road 
 
Village Maintenance 
Bus Timetables obtained and replaced in cases at the Memorial at a cost of £10 per timetable plus 
£5.25 postage. Broken case cover replaced by passenger transport at no cost. 
 

6. Declarations of Interest: There were no declarations of interest in items on the Agenda 
 

7. Speedwatch scheme – Peter Palmer was present and asked Council to approve the donation of the 
old Radar equipment to Suffolk Constabulary for use by another team as it was no longer used since 
the speed watch team disbanded. This was proposed by Cllr Gordon and seconded by Cllr Smith. All 
in favour 
Action – Clerk to make contact with Co-ordinator to transfer asset. 
 

8.    Planning Applications:  
a. New Applications received  
 
DC/19/2481/OUT | Outline Planning Application (Means of Access and Landscaping to be considered) 
- up to 250 no. dwellings, open space and associated infrastructure. | Land East of Bury Road Stanton 
Suffolk 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Smith that this application be deferred for one week to allow more members of 
the public to attend a separate planning meeting to give the application sufficient time to be considered 
in full. After discussion this was seconded by Cllr Scowcroft. The matter to be more fully considered on 
Thursday 20 February at 7pm in the small hall. All in favour 
 
Action – Clerk to publish Agenda on 14 February 
 
DC/20/0071/TCA | Trees in a Conservation Area Notification - 1no.Willow (T1 on plan) - overall crown 
reduction by 33% | Ivy Cottage The Street Stanton IP31 2DQ 
RESPONSE There are no objections to this application 
 
DC/20/0139/TCA | Trees in a Conservation Area Notification - (i) 3no Oak (T1,T2,T3 on plan) - Crown 
thinning by up to 15% of leaf area overhanging driveway (ii) 1no Laurel (T4 on plan) and 1no Holly (T5 
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on plan) - overall crown reduction by 4.5 metres (iii) 1no Oak (T6 on plan)- overall crown reduction by 
2 metres | Oak House The Street Stanton Suffolk IP31 2DQ 
RESPONSE There is insufficient information on which to base a decision. However, the Council would 
like to draw attention to their original objections on Planning application DC/16/0497/FUL relating to the 
loss of trees. 
 
DC/20/0180/HH | Householder Planning Application - (i) Single storey side extension | 1 Church Close 
Stanton IP31 2BY 
RESPONSE This application is considered to be sympathetic to the area and there are no objections 
 
DC/20/0181/HH | Householder Planning Application - Single storey front extension | 41 Honeymeade 
Close Stanton IP31 2EF 
RESPONSE There are no objections to this application which is in keeping with alterations to other 
properties in this row. Although this single storey extension will be 2 metres forward of the property it 
is considered that the line of five properties will not be adversely affected as this end property sits back 
in the line. Council acknowledge that a nearby property was restricted to a 900mm forward extension 
after objections by the Parish Council that their initial plans would be intrusive, but consider that this 
single storey should not adversely affect the appearance and character of the dwelling and area. 
 
ReConsultation on amended plan – 
DC/19/1918/FUL | Planning Application - 1no dwelling and cart lodge | Land At Chardale Dale Road 
Stanton Suffolk 
RESPONSE Stanton Parish Council continues to support this application 

 
b. Previous applications decided – None 
 

9. Accounts 
a. To approve and authorise the payments as below. Bank account total as at 31/01/20 – £62828 
 

Table 1 List of payments and receipts 

PAYMENTS £GROSS £VAT £NET WHAT FOR EXP. POWER 

Scottish Power 23.50 1.07 22.43 Electricity - Floodlights LGA 1972 S111 

Mrs G Miller 98.52  98.52 
Quarterly Toilet Cleaning - Public 
toilet 

Public Health Act 1936, 
s87 

Cook Services 193.67  193.67 Village Maintenance - various Litter Act 1983 ss5,6 

Now TV 26.00  26.00 Phone and Broadband LGA 1972 S111 

Stanton Village Hall 69.00  69.00 Room hire LGA 1972 S111 

West Suffolk Council 355.19 59.20 295.99 Lock down bin - Hepworth Rd Litter Act 1983 ss5,6 

Vertas 1556.92 259.49 1297.43 Grass Cutting Q4 
Public Health Act 1875, 
s164 

Scottish Power 18.97 0.90 18.07 Electricity - Floodlights LGA 1972 S111 

Mr B Brown 147.84 24.64 123.20 
Wheel barrows and truck for 
Fireworks 

Public Health Act 1875, 
s164 

Mr B Brown 15.33  15.33 Mileage and parking for meeting LGA 1972 S111 

Staff Salaries 1144.95  1144.95 Litter Picker, street cleaner and Clerk LGA 1972 S111 

Suffolk County 
Council 

25.25  25.25 Timetable cards LGA 1972 S111 

RECEIPTS        

Lloyds Bank Interest 2.80      

Greentech refund 540.00       

VHMC water refund 249.11     
 

 
10.  Matters for discussion: 

a. The Grundle Structure maintenance agreement – as reported above by CCllr Spicer 
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b. An Application for Recreation Ground Hire from Mr Lee Maddox for a fete and Open-Air Cinema on 
Sunday 16 August 2020 was approved at no cost as it is a Charity fund raising event.  
 

c. The Clerk updated the Council on the potential costs and benefits of a Housing Needs Survey. After 
discussion Councillors agreed that at the present time there would be no advantage to spending up 
to £7000 on a survey as the advice from the Housing specialist strategy and Enabling officer was 
that a survey is unlikely to provide a basis for the Parish to decide what is actually needed for larger 
developments due to the fact that West Council policies dictate that they are considered on a wider 
West Suffolk need rather than a Village need. There were no objections. 
 

d. The date for the 2020 Fireworks Event was agreed on Saturday 7 November 2020 
 

e. The Clerk had invited four companies to quote for tree and hedgerow works at Bury Lane, Recreation 
Ground and Old Bury Road. After discussion Councillors resolved the works to be allocated to MTJS 
at a cost of £425 + VAT 
Action - Clerk to advise MTJS 
 

f. Cllr Smith advised Cllrs that he had had a site meeting with CCllr Spicer in respect of vehicles using 
the footpath at Bucklesfield as a short cut through to Duke Street. It was proposed that ‘no vehicles’ 
signs be erected on land owned by West Suffolk Council. All in favour 
Action – Clerk to write to West Suffolk Council to seek permission. 
 

g.  Cllr Brown was not present to discuss dog mess in Dudding Walk. However, a new bin has now 
been installed in Hepworth Road which is being used. This to be monitored by the Street Cleaner 
and the subject raised should the problem continue. 
  

h. To receive an update on the adoption of roads on the Mill View Development – this was addressed 
in CCllr Spicers report as above. 
 

i. It was agreed that the Annual Parish Meeting and presentation of Community Recognition Awards 
will take place on Thursday 21 May 2020.  
Action – Clerk to circulate nomination details via Steamer, website and Social Media 
 

j. Cllr Frizzell outlined further issues in respect of parking in The Chase and especially in the vicinity 
of the Doctors Surgery both in The Chase and on Parkside with vehicles parking adjacent to dropped 
kerbs and on the pavements. Some residents have been challenging this behaviour but have 
received threats in doing so. The T junction when exiting from Parkside is hazardous as there is no 
visibility. 
After discussion it was agreed that the Clerk will write to the Surgery again to bring it to the attention 
of patients and to remind them that the Village Hall car park can be used for staff parking to try and 
free up space in the surgery car park. 
Action – Clerk to write to Surgery Manager 
 

k. Cllr Smith reported that there had been little enthusiasm from Village organisations in respect of VE 
Day celebrations on the weekend of 8-10 May although the WI had indicated a willingness to get 
involved in some way. The school had also been invited but not responded. 
A representative from the Royal British Legion was present and advised that they were keen to play 
their part and will be organising a service at the Church and remembrance at the War Memorial on 
the Sunday 10 May and will be submitting an application to close the road, but there didn’t appear 
to be a huge appetite for other events over the weekend. Cllr Smith said that it was hoped that on 
Friday at 3pm residents could ‘raise a glass’ at the Cock PH – a bugler or piper is being sought. 
 

11. Statutory Business/Governance/Contracts 
a. The Clerk asked Council to pass a resolution that it is eligible to use the General Power of 

Competence as it meets the criteria for eligibility relating to the electoral mandate and relevant 
training of the Clerk. 
The criteria are that at least two thirds of the members of the Council must hold office as a result of 
being declared elected - The Council currently has 8 elected Councillors - and that the clerk must 
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hold the certificate in local Council administration and should have received training in the exercise 
of this power. The Clerk qualified in November 2017. 
After discussion the Council resolved that it was eligible to use the General Power of Competence 
which gives the Council “the power to do anything that individuals generally may do” as long as they 
do not break other laws. 
 

b. The Clerk had forwarded details of the Grass Cutting Contract to six companies responding to the 
advertisement of the Contract. Only three had responded. Cllrs were given details of the three 
quotations and after discussion it was resolved that the contract be awarded to VERTAS at a 2-
year cost of £10792.37 exc VAT 
Action – Clerk to advise all bidding contractors 
 

c. The Clerk had invited 5 companies to bid for works to undertake the installation of a new surface 
for table tennis tables on the Recreation Ground. 3 Companies had responded. Cllrs were given 
details of the three quotations and after discussion it was resolved that the contract be awarded to 
M J Nunn at a cost of £4696 exc VAT 

Action – Clerk to advise all bidding contractors 
 

12.  Correspondence from Borough and County Councils 
a. Great British Spring Clean 20 March – 13 April 2020 

It was agreed that the Council will hold a Village Litter pick led by Cllr Smithson on Saturday morning 
28 March 2020 
Action – Clerk to advertise in Steamer, web site and social media etc and produce posters 
 

b. January 2020 Planning Newsletter from West Suffolk Council – contents noted. 
c. Play Area Reports – January 2020 – noted -no action necessary. Spring on gate has been installed. 

 
13.  Correspondence  

a. Stanton British Legion Ack of S137 Donation - noted 
b. Citizens Advice Bureau Ack of S137 Donation - noted 
c. Mr G A – Request for Grit bin in Hilltop Way.  

Councillors discussed the criteria obtained from Suffolk County Council in respect of providing a grit 
bin in Hilltop Way. After discussion it was resolved that unfortunately, as there is already a Grit bin 
in Chare Road, the request would not meet the criteria for another grit bin. However, the resident 
can use the contents of the Chare Road bin to treat the footpaths in Hilltop Way as and when 
necessary. 
Action – Clerk to advise Mr GA 

 
 

There being no further business the meeting finished at 9.20pm 
 
 
 
Minutes signed as correct............................................... F J Hart 


